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Participants: Nancy Agmon-Levin (Isr), Jan Willem Cohen Tervaert (NL), João Pedro Ramos (PT), Fatima Coelho (PT), Jan Damoiseaux (NL), Carlos Dias (PT), Loic Guillevin (F), Lucile Musset (F), Cees Kallenberg (NL), Aresio Plaza (E), Maria José Rego de Sousa (PT), Yehuda Shoenfeld (Isr), Markku Viander (FIN),
Phadia, now ThermoFisher Scientific:  Michael Haaß (D), Nina Olschowka (D), Eckart Mummert (D), Monika Snor (A), Gerben Zuiderveld (NL), Paulo Dias (PT), Teresa Araujo (PT)
Protocol: Michael Haaß, Nina Olschowka

Discussion Topics and Decisions

1. A personal matter

In the Thermo Fisher Organisation, Michael Haaß will take over another position (as leader of the German, Austrian and Swiss Market Companies) and will therefore not be able to keep his position as organizer of the EASI group. Michael Haaß introduces Eckart Mummert as his successor. 
Yehuda Shoenfeld thanks Michael Haaß for his contribution to EASI over all those years, hopes that one day he will come back to this position and that he, in the meantime, will support Eckart Mummert as far as possible. 

2. Booklet for family doctors: The Practice Guide to Autoimmune Diseases
The book will be printed by Pabst Publishers. Nina Olschowka will send the chapters to the corresponding authors and ask for corrections. Corrections have to be sent back in a 2-weeks-timeframe. Additionally, Nina will send the authors’ list with the question to correct names and addresses if necessary.
The Practice Guide to Autoimmune Diseases will be ready for the Granada Congress in May and will be distributed there. Further distribution ways have to be discussed.
3. EASI recommendations for standardization of ANA tests
The recommendations for ANA tests will be made in collaboration with IUIS (International Union of Immunological Societies) – therefore it will be EASI and IUIS recommendations. Unfortunately, it was not possible to contact the responsible people in the EULAR group and to avoid further delay it was decided to go on without cooperation with EULAR.
Nancy Agmon-Levi from Israel showed the changes of the recommendations because of the feedback from the countries. 31 recommendations were put together and sent out to the different national EASI groups. 17 of 31 recommendations were graded with Full to Major agreement, 14 recommendations were discussed and had to be adapted accordingly (presentation and recommendations attached to this summary).
Jan Damoiseaux introduces the time plan for the publication for the recommendations. It is planned to have it ready for publication in December 2012. Some forum members ask to accelerate this by giving the different milestones groups less time for correction.
Further steps: 
Recommendations will be written as text and sent to the national EASI coordinators. The coordinators are asked to distribute it to all EASI members for doing a Delphi score (1 to 10). The coordinators are asked to collect and put together the scores and send one general score for their group back to Nancy Agmon-Levi and/or Jan Damoiseaux. This feedback is needed within 2 weeks.
Nancy and Jan will write the paper and send it to the national EASI groups and to the IUIS for an agreement. 

It was discussed which authors should be mentioned in the published article. It was proposed that additionally to the steering committee of the project (Jan, Nancy, Yehuda and Pierluigi), the national EASI coordinators should be listed. Most other EASI members should be listed in the acknowledgement. Yehuda Shoenfeld will do a proposal for the authors’ list. 
Next EASI Forum Meeting

The next EASI Forum Meeting will be held attached to the Granada Congress on Autoimmunity in May 2012.
Attachments:

· Cover of “The Practice Guide of Autoimmune Diseases”
· Presentation of Nancy Agmon-Levi “The EASI -  recommendations for standardization of ANA tests joined by the IUIS” (standardization of ANA PORTO… .ppt)
· Presentation of Jan Damoiseaux “EASI / IUIS recommendations: how to proceed?” (2012 EASI Porto.ppt)
· EASI Recommendations – current version with discussions
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